
Summer Series Week 4 12th August 

Transformation through Sacrifice 
 

Call to Worship: Revelation 4: 10-11 

 

Hymn: Stf 347 Crown him with many crowns 

 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 146 (StF 837) 

 

Prayer of Adoration 

 

Let us praise and adore God who created all that is. 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live. 

I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

 

Let us praise and adore God who calls all people to live God’s way of life and 

love. 

 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live. 

I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

 

Let us praise and adore God who in Jesus lives, healed, preached, dies and rose 

again to lead us into abundant life. 

 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live. 

I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

 

Let us praise God who in the Spirit challenges and consoles, holds us safe and 

leads us onwards. 

 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live. 

I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

 

 

Hymn: 352 In Christ Alone 

 

Reading: Mark 10:17-22 

 

Hymn: StF 254 Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

 



Reflection: Transformed through Sacrifice 

 

Charles Studd, one of the best cricketers in England in years past once said, “If 

Christ be God and died for me, there can be no sacrifice too great for me to 

make for him.” 

 

Charles Studd had already been a missionary in India and was now considering 

going as a missionary to Africa. His doctor advised against this on the grounds 

that he had health issues. Friends and family felt he could serve God in England 

as much as he could in Africa. It was in response to these concerns that Studd 

spoke of the sacrifice of Christ. Studd had been transformed by the sacrifice of 

Christ on the cross and was prepared in stark contrast to the rich young man to 

go to Africa as a living sacrifice for Christ. 

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German pastor who defied Hitler is once said to have 

said these words, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him to come and die.” 

Bonhoeffer was not necessarily speaking of physical death, just as it is the case 

that to be a living sacrifice for Christ does not mean selling all we have and 

giving it to the poor. The young man whom Jesus spoke to could not make the 

sacrifice Jesus demanded because his security was his possessions, as opposed 

to Studd and Bonhoeffer who had been transformed by the sacrificial love of 

Jesus on the cross and were therefore prepared to follow Jesus in the path of 

sacrificial love. Transformed by the sacrifice of Jesus there was no sacrifice too 

great for them to make for Him. Jesus is still speaking to us one thing – “Follow 

me”. Transformed through sacrifice. 

 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

Note: 

 

In addition you may wish to read the following passage from ‘Holy Habits’. 

 

Copyright material quoted from ‘Holy Habits’ by Andrew Roberts 



 

 

 
 



Prayers of Confession 

 

Dear God, I acknowledge that every good and perfect gift is from you. 

I am sorry that sometimes I have made the gifts more important than you the 

giver. 

I acknowledge that the heart of worship is all about you. 

Once again, I confess that I am no longer my own but yours. 

Your will not mine be done in all things. 

Wherever you may place me,  

In all that I do and in all that I may endure,  

I offer this prayer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven…… 

 

Offertory hymn: StF Take my life 

 

Prayers for Healing and Transformation 

Methodist Worship Book pp 411 – 412 

 

Hymn: StF 545 Be thou my vision 

 

Blessing: 

May the creative energy of God the Father 

The sacrificial saving love of God the Son 

The life transforming power of God the Holy Spirit 

Be with each and every one of us 

Now and evermore. 

Amen 


